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ciate himself with others who think, on the whole, as he does, 
is the dominating principle of social organization." 

Charles L. Wells. 

The Call to Unity. The Bedell Lectures for 1919. By William T. Man- 
ning.S.T.D., D.C.L., New York : The Macmillan Company. 1921. Pp. 
119, with appendix. 

Significant of the times is the appearance of this thoughtful 
and stimulating volume by the Bishop-elect of New York, as 
presenting in a semi-official manner the mature mind of the 
Episcopal Church in America, and, indeed, throughout the world 
(witness the authoritative documents quoted in the appendix) 
towards the disquieting problem of Christendom to-day, — the 
problem of unity. While the author speaks only for himself, 
nevertheless it is impossible to forget that he is a member of the 
Commission on Faith and Order, and may be assumed to voice 
the general mind of that official body appointed by the General 
Convention; moreover, Dr. Manning has won for himself inter- 
national leadership in the discussions and approaches with spokes- 
men of other communions, a fact which gives to his careful 
utterances a somewhat representative character. 

Here is a volume, then, which invites attention and arouses 
interest. The sympathetic reader will not be disappointed. The 
dispassionate analysis of the situation confronting a divided and 
suspicious Christendom is sufficiently appalling to sober and 
chasten the minds of all who are thus vividly confronted with 
the facts, and to create that judicious and sympathetic temper 
which is the prerequisite to any solution of the thorny problem, 
— a temper which the statesmanlike author not only urges but 
admirably exhibits and commends. 

The problem is stated in the first lecture in general terms, as 
brought to the front by the great modern urge toward fellow- 
ship, the Will to Unity, a movement which has ceased to be a 
sentiment only and has become a compelling vision, a conviction 
of conscience generating great moral enthusiasm. The lurid 
light of a world aflame with war has revealed a situation to most 
of us unsuspected; not so much the bitterness as the wastefulness, 
the needlessness and impotence of a divided Christianity, inca- 
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pable in its weakened and anaemic condition of preventing or 
ameliorating war, or of solving the problems of peace. 

The Church does not present a united front either abroad 
in the mission field, or at home, where the forces of irreligion 
are active and confident. But the realization of the apparent 
weakness of Christianity brings also the revelation of its actual 
strength, for this unity which becomes a spiritual passion when 
once its necessity and promise are made plain, is seen not 
to be something which must be added to the present equip- 
ment of the Church, but a thing which we already possess, did 
we but know it, one of the four inherent, divine notes of the 
Church. The author quotes his former master at Sewanee, the 
late Professor W. P. DuBose (to whom the volume is affection- 
ately dedicated) in recognition, of that "oneness in Christ which 
is the essence and definition of Christianity, which is ours in spite 
of our differences, and within which our differences would 
quickly melt down into not merely pardonable, or permissible, 
but even contributory and completive diversities". A similar 
recognition is contained in a statement of representatives of the 
English Free Churches that "in the Apostolic Church, amid 
considerable diversity of type and polity, unity was regarded as 
an essential note, a unity spiritual first, but also visible and 
effective", (p. 15.) 

Having thus laid a firm philosophic basis, Dr. Manning pro- 
ceeds to inquire into the present outlook for unity, and to sug- 
gest the most hopeful and promising approach. Finally he ap- 
plies the general conclusion of the discussions to the particular 
problem as presented to the great national churches of the 
Anglican Communion. Occupying as it does the key position 
with relation to other Communions, it is urged to recognize and 
discharge its eirenic vocation in the Christian world, first by 
synthetizing its own external differences, and then by presenting 
and commending a common and catholic ground upon which a 
united Christianity may build anew its hope. 

The appendix, containing all the most important Anglican 
proposals for an approach towards unity, from the first Lambeth 
Quadrilateral to the recent Lambeth Declaration on the Reunion 
of Christendom: An Appeal to all Christian People, enables one, 
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in connection with Dr. Manning's own words, to secure, as 
nowhere else, a comprehensive view of the best thought of the 
Episcopal Church on this vital problem. 

The ease and grace of Dr. Manning's style add materially to 
the pleasure with which one reads this little volume, and 
indicate a clarity of vision, a sanity of judgment, and a sweet 
reasonableness of temper which are altogether admirable, but 
too often lacking in the discussion of this absorbing subject. 

W. H. D. 

A Harmony of the Synoptic Gospels in Greek. By Ernest De Witt 
Burton and Edgar Johnson Goodspeed. Chicago : The University of 
Chicago Press. 1920. 

Last year the authors laid students of the first three Gospels 
under great obligations by publishing their Harmony of the Syn- 
optic Gospels for Historical and Critical Study (Scribners). Now 
this service is capped by the present admirably equipped volume. 
Rushbrook's Synopticon is too cumbrous and complicated for 
general use, and Wright's Synopsis of the Gospels in Greek lacks 
the mechanical conveniences of the present volume. 

The text is that of Westcott and Hort, with its marginal 
readings. T. P. B. 

Fifty Contemporary One-Act Plays. Selected and Edited by Frank 
Shay and Pierre Loving. Cincinnati : Stewart & Kidd Company. 1920. 
Pp. viii, 582. 

Mansions. By Hildegarde Flanner. Cincinnati : Stewart & Kidd Con- 
pany. 1920. Pp. 38. 

Hearts to Mend. By Harry A. Overstreet. Cincinnati : Stewart & Kidd 
Company. 1920. Pp. 28. 

The editors have shown much enthusiasm and some skill and 
discernment in selecting and arranging the fifty plays which 
comprise their portly one-act anthology. Copyright difficulties, 
no doubt, will account for regrettable absences and exclusions. 
France, Great Britain and Ireland might all be better represented, 
while America is over-represented, to the detriment of what is 
really worthy in its dramatic programme and able in its per- 
formance. The allocation of twenty-two plays to the American 
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